SUPPLEMENT  TO 

COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  -CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 
__43SUED  BV  THE  B-yR-^AU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 
^    PEPARTMENT^  OF  COMMERCE,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


No.  33a  December  28,  1915 


U.S.  DEPOeilo^  ■ 
^"NEWFOUNDLAND. 

By  CoiLsnl  James  S.  Benedict,  St.  John's. 

The  coiiiniercial  and  industrial  prosperity  enjoyed  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Newfoundland  for  the  past  five  years  or  more  was  notice- 
ably checked  during  the  year  191-1,  but  not  to  the  extent  of  like  con- 
ditions prevailing  during  the  same  period  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
and  other  British  possessions.  The  principal  causes  for  the  decline 
were  the  financial  and  business  depression  prevailing  in  other  coun- 
tries, the  European  w  ar,  and  a  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  fish  caught 
by  the  local  fishermen.  These  causes  Avere  responsible  for  the  curtail- 
ment of  commercial  and  industrial  activities  in  all  directions.  Mer- 
chants did  less  business,  and  in  many  cases  confined  their  orders  for 
foreign  goods  to  the  more  necessary  articles  of  consumption;  the  ma- 
jority of  manufacturers  reduced  the  number  of  hands  employed — in 
some  cases  by  one-half — railway  construction,  building,  and  mining 
operations  were  cut  down ;  and  the  development  of  new  industries  was 
temporarily  abolished. 

Adjustment  Necessary  to  Meet  Changed  Conditions. 

Notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  condition  of  affairs,  the  Govern- 
ment and  business  fraternity  of  the  colony  regulated  business  and 
financial  matters  to  assure  a  minimum  degree  of  embarrassment.  By 
acts  of  the  Legislature  import  duties  were  placed  or  increased  on 
certain  commodities,  excise  duties  raised,  and  a  stamp  tax  imposed 
to  increase  the  revenue. 

Satisfactory  arrangements  were  made  Avith  the  banking  houses  by 
merchants  regarding  the  readjustment  of  their  banking  business,  neces- 
sitated by  higher  foreign  rates  of  exchange,  freight  rates,  war-risk 
insurance,  time  extension  on  promissory  notes,  advancements,  credits, 
etc.  As  a  result  of  decreased  activity  of  the  industries  many  working- 
men  Avere  throAvn  out  of  employment,  especially  mechanics,  miners, 
longshoremen,  and  ordinary  laborers. 

Little  Suffering  Among  Laboring  Classes. 

The  labor  situation  Avas  discussed  at  meetings  of  the  several  chari- 
table organizations,  but  no  practical  solution  Avas  arrived  at  Avhereby 
Avorkingmen  could  obtain  steady  or  partial  employment  until  the 
spring  of  1915.  It  Avas  learned  that  a  comparative!}''  small  number  of 
laborers  Avere  in  straightened  circumstances,  and  very  few,  if  any,  in 
absolute  Avant.  It  appeared  to  be  among  the  mechanics  and  builders 
that  the  effect  of  hard  times  w^as  most  severly  felt;  they,  as  a  rule,  are 
self-respecting  people  Avho  are  averse  to  letting  their  needs  be  knoAvn, 
unless  sorely  pressed. 
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The  Effect  of  War  on  Cost  of  Living. 

The  cost  of  living,  as  regards  eatables,  was  materially  affected  by 
the  increased  cost  of  imports  of  the  larger  portion  of  food  products 
and  the  increased  customs  duties  thereon.  As  compared  with  the 
year  1913,  it  is  estimated  that  the  cost  of  these  imports  was  from  10  to 
25  per  cent  higher  in  most  lines.  The  retail  price  of  sugar  rose  from 
5  to  10  cents  per  pound.  Flour  which  was  selling  at  $6.75  prior  to  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  brought  $8.50  at  the  close  of  the  year,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  the  increased  price  of  this  item  alone  has  cost  the 
people  of  the  colon}'  nearly  $250,000. 

The  retail  prices  of  dry  goods  remained  normal,  with  the  exception 
of  woolen  goods,  the  increase  in  price  thereon  being  due  to  the  fact 
that  some  lines  could  not  be  duplicated;  fleece-lined  cotton  goods, 
manufactured  in  the  United  States,  were  supplemented  in  their  stead. 
Prices  of  hardware,  stoves,  cooking  utensils,  etc.,  remained  the  same, 
because  the  major  portion  of  these  goods  are  of  American  manufac- 
ture and  can  be  procured  without  any  additional  expense  as  far  as 
Avar  risks  and  import  duties  apply. 

Revenue  and  Expenditures  for  1914. 

The  Government  revenue  on  current  account  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  30,  1914,  was  $3,618,328,  and  the  expenditures  amounted 
to  $3,920,178,  showing  an  excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts  of 
$301,850,  as  compared  with  a  revenue  of  $3,919,040,  expenditures  of 
$3,803,561,  and  an  excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures  of  $115,479  for 
1912-13.  This  shows  a  decrease  in  revenue  of  $300,712,  and  an  in- 
crease in  expenditures  of  $116,617,  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 

The  principal  causes  for  the  diminished  revenue  are  a  decrease  of 
$199,991  in  customs  receipts,  $2,082  in  interest  on  guaranteed  loans, 
$2,377  in  receipts  of  the  broom  department  of  the  penitentiary, 
$84,560  in  profit  on  issue  of  silver  and  bronze  coin,  $17,077  in  taxes 
and  assessments,  and  $48,772  in  miscellaneous  receipts.  The  causes 
for  the  increased  expenditures  are  due  principally  to  an  increase  of 
$9,387  in  interest  on  public  debt,  etc.,  $18,832  in  civil  government, 
$16,399  in  educational  purposes,  $18,784  in  public  charities,  $14,112  in 
erection  and  repairs  of  lighthouses  and  signal  stations,  $57,305  in 
postal  and  telegraph  extensions,  $21,781  in  additional  customs  dis- 
bursements, and  of  $18,056  in  legislation  and  emergency  outlays  due  to 
the  European  war. 

Decrease  in  Bank  Deposits. 

The  total  deposits  in  the  Government  Savings  Bank  for  the  year 
ended  December  31,  1914,  amounted  to  $2,483,732,  a  decrease  of 
$310,385  from  1913.  This  decrease  is  partially  accounted  for  by  nu- 
merous fishermen  having  withdrawn  their  deposits  for  investments 
in  connection  Avith  their  Fishermen's  Union.  It  is  regrettable  that 
statistics  of  the  returns  from  other  banks  doing  business  in  the  colony 
are  not  available,  as  is  also  the  case  with  postal  and  telegraphic  data, 
local  investments,  insurance  business,  etc.,  the  general  public  being 
deprived  of  this  information  until  the  Minister  of  Finance  and 
Customs  has  presented  his  Government  budget  before  the  legisla- 
ture, which  has  not  jet  convened. 
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Fisheries — Annual  Report  of  Board  of  Trade. 

GoA'ernment  statistics  are  not  at  present  available  in  order  to  give 
a  correct  comparative  statement  of  the  results  of  the  fishery  industry 
for  the  year  1914.  The  following  (juotations  are  taken  from  the 
annual  report  of  the  Newfoundland  Board  of  Trade  for  1914  regard- 
ing the  fisheries : 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  a  feeling  of  uncertainty  was  manifested  in  all 
sections  of  the  community  as  to  the  effect  the  war  would  liave  on  the  colony's 
trade,  especially  the  fish  markets.  Thus  far  Newfoundland  has  not  suffered  to 
any  gi'eat  extent. 

There  were,  however,  many  serious  problems  to  be  considered,  especially 
those  connected  with  the  important  questions  of  exchange  and  war-risk  insur- 
ance, and  for  a  time  these  gave  considerable  anxiety,  because  of  which  extreme 
caution  was  exercised  and  great  reluctance  shown  by  the  trade  generally  in 
incurring  any  heavy  commitments  in  purchase  of  the  colony's  produce.  By 
clever  organization  on  the  part  of  the  special  agents  of  the  fish  trade  abroad, 
the  first  difficulty  was  overcome,  and  by  the  action  of  the  British  Government 
in  its  handling  of  the  war  insurance,  these  questions  were  finally  solved,  a  renewal 
of  confidence  was  established,  and  prices  of  the  colony's  chief  export,  codfish, 
rose  from  the  moderately  low  figure  of  about  .$5  to  $7.50  per  quintal  (quin- 
tal=]12  pounds). 

Owing  to  the  reluctance  of  the  fishermen  to  accept  the  comparatively  low 
prices  offering  for  fish  in  August  and  the  early  part  of  September;  and  of  the 
buyers  to  pay  higher  prices  because  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  situation,  consid- 
erable consumption  in  the  foreign  markets  was  lost.  On  the  whole,  however, 
the  price  netted  by  the  fishermen  has  been  very  satisfactory.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  the  serious  depreciation  in  the  value  of  the  lobster  catch,  it  may  be  stated 
in  a  general  way  that  the  export  trade  of  the  country  has  not  so  far  suffered 
from  the  effects  of  the  war. 

Bait  Depots  in  Contemplation. 

The  importance  of  the  establishment  of  some  system  whereby  our  banking 
and  shore  fishermen  can  rely  upon  obtaining  when  required  a  supply  of  good 
fresh  bait  has  been  the  sub.iect  of  much  consideration,  and  in  spite  of  the  failure 
of  some  experiments  in  this  direction  the  council  can  not  too  strongly  urge  the 
continuation  of  effort  to  overcome  the  difficulties.  The  time  lost  by  vessels  in 
searching  for  bait  is  a  serious  one,  especially  in  the  case  of  the  banking  fleet, 
with  its  expensive  outfit.  The  council  learns  that  Messrs.  Harvey  &  Co.  (Ltd.) 
have  recently  erected,  at  a  very  considerable  cost,  a  large  bait  freezer  in  the 
Rose  Blanche  vicinity,  more  especially  intended  for  the  use  of  the  banking  ves- 
sels in  which  they  are  interested.  The  result  of  this  enterprise  will  be  followed 
with  interest. 

The  erection  of  a  bait  depot  at  a  port  of  call  conveniently  situated  for  the 
use  of  the  bulk  of  the  banking  fleet,  as  at  the  mouths  of  Fortune  or  Placentia 
Bays,  should  be  a  paying  proposition,  and  it  would  seem  practicable  to  form 
some  plan  whereby  each  and  every  banking  vessel  operating  from  those  bays 
would  contribute  to  the  erection  and  upkeep  of  such  a  depot.  This  should  have 
an  important  bearing  on  the  result  of  the  banking  voyage. 

Statistics  of  Codfish  Catch — Lobster  Fishery. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  catch  of  codfish  for  the  year  1914  amounted 
to  1,124,000  quintals,  valued  at  $7,025,000,  as  compared  with  1,408,582 
quintals,  valued  at  $7,897,389,  for  the  preceding  year.  The  decrease 
in  the  catch  is  accounted  for  by  ice  conditions  and  the  scarcity  of 
caplin  for  bait  in  the  forepart  of  the  season. 

There  were  engaged  in  the  bank  codfishery  during  the  year  1914 
1,892  men,  105  vessels  aggregating  7,790  tons,  or  02  men  and  1 
vessel  more  than  1913.  The  catch  was  124,007  quintals,  valued  at 
$750,000,  against  152,374  quintals,  valued  at  $914,244,  the  preceding 
year.  The  Newfoundland-Labrador  catch  amounted  to  about  300,000 
quintals,  a  gain  of  51,870  quintals  as  compared  with  1913. 
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It  is  noticeable  that  there  is  a  steady  decline  in  the  size  and  qiian- 
tit}^  of  lobsters  caught  from  year  to  year,  and  it  has  been  suggested  by 
the  Newfoundland  Board  of  Trade  that  a  closed  season  be  enforced 
for  1915  to  preserve  this  fishery  in  the  future.  The  catch  is  estimated 
to  have  been  11,000  cases  for  1914,  as  compared  Avith  16,565  in  1913 
and  43,500  in  1904. 

The  decrease  in  the  catch  of  lobsters  of  recent  j'ears  has  been 
somewhat  compensated  for  by  an  increase  in  price,  but  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  German  market,  which  formerly  consumed  about  90 
per  cent  of  the  catch,  was  closed  to  Newfoundland  exporters  of  fish 
products  by  the  European  war,  the  price  fell  from  $24  per  case 
(case= forty-eight  1-pound  tins)  to  $13  per  case,  and  buyers  were 
not  eager  to  purchase  at  the  latter  price. 

Trade  in  Haddock,  Halibut,  Herring,  Salmon,  etc. 

No  statistics  are  available  at  present  relating  to  the  haddock,  hali- 
but, herring,  and  salmon  fisheries,  but  it  is  stated  that  there  was  a 
diminished  catch  in  1914  of  all  these  fishes.  The  catch  of  salmon  was 
about  1,500  cases,  as  compared  with  2,995  cases  the  preceding  year. 
These,  however,  brought  good  prices. 

The  herring  fishery  appears  to  have  been  better  and  more  profitable 
than  in  the  year  1913.  It  is  estimated  that  about  79,000  barrels  of 
salt  bulk  and  frozen  herring  were  exported,  as  compared  with  68,432 
the  previous  year.  The  Gloucester  Times,  of  Gloucester,  Mass., 
stated  that  the  herring  fleet  which  left  there  last  fall  for  Newfound- 
land numbered  29  vessels,  while  several  trips  were  brought  to  port 
by  British  vessels.  One  British  vessel  on  December  6,  1914,  landed 
2,300  barrels  of  salt  bulk  and  105  barrels  of  pickled  herring.  The 
total  receipts  for  the  season  November,  1914,  to  January,  1915, 
amounted  to  approximately  5,125  barrels  of  pickled,  38,397  barrels  of 
salt  bulk  and  frozen  herring  were  exported,  as  compared  with  68,432 

The  whale  fishery  for  1914  proved  a  poor  one,  there  being  only  168 
whales  taken,  as  compared  with  336  for  1911,  289  for  1912,  and  221 
for  1913.  It  is  stated  that  as  a  consequence  of  the  steady  decline  in 
this  fishery  it  will  not  be  prosecuted  to  a  great  extent  during  1915. 

Value  of  Seal  Fishery — Shipping. 

There  were  20  steam  vessels,  aggregating  12,067  tons  and  3,959 
men,  engaged  in  the  seal  fishery  for  the  spring  of  1914  (commencing 
Mar.  15  and  closing  Apr.  20),  and  as  a  result  233,719  seals  were  taken, 
w^eighing  5,531  gross  tons,  valued  at  $494,355,  as  compared  with  19 
vessels,  totaling  11,994  tons,  3,609  men,  and  a  catch  of  272,965  seals, 
weighing  6,000  gross  tons,  valued  at  $493,697  for  the  spring  of  1913. 
Although  there  was  a  decrease  of  39,246  in  the  number  of  pelts  for 
1914,  their  increased  weight  nearly  made  up  the  difference  between 
the  two  years. 

There  is  no  data  obtainable  at  present  regarding  the  number  of 
vessels  on  the  Newfoundland  register,  and  also  foreign  shipping  for 
1914,  but  it  is  stated  that  there  is  no  material  change  as  compared 
with  1913. 
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Copper  and  Iron  Ore. 

There  were  191  men  employed  in  the  copper  mines  of  Newfound- 
land in  1914.  The  output  of  the  mines  amounted  to  about  1G,000 
tons,  valued  at  $64,000,  which  is  a  decrease  of  2,500  as  compared  with 
the  output  for  1913,  and  16,757  as  compared  with  1912.  Ov.ing  to 
the  depression  in  the  steel  industry  and  the  European  war,  t]ie  two 
companies  operating  the  iron-ore  mines  on  Belle  Isle,  Newfound- 
land, were  forced  to  close  down  in  August,  1914.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  year  there  were  1,912  hands  employed  in  the  two  mines,  and  at 
its  close  there  were  but  120  employed.  The  output  amounted  to 
655,572  tons,  as  compared  with  1,275,000  tons  for  1913.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  from  January  to  August,  1914,  the  United  States  took 
about  40,000  tons,  England  45,000,  Germany  21,000,  and  Canada  the 
bahince,  or  about  519,500  tons. 

The  deposits  on  Belle  Isle  are  of  hematite  ore,  and  it  is  said  that 
there  are  no  other  imown  deposits  existing  comparable  in  extent  of 
area,  except  possibly  at  one  or  tAvo  places  in  South  Australia.  The 
probable  quantity  of  ore  in  the  whole  area  of  the  Belle  Isle  mines, 
including  those  mines  worked  for  3  miles  or  more  out  under  the  sea, 
is  estimated  to  be  3,500,000  tons.  The  ore  has  about  50  per  cent  of 
metallic  content,  but  the  percentage  of  phosphorous  is  too  great  to  be 
suitable  for  treatment  by  the  acid  process  of  steel  making ;  therefore 
that  exported  to  foreign  countries  is  devoted  mostly  to  the  produc- 
tion of  basic  steel. 

The  royal  commissioners  in  their  report  on  the  Belle  Isle  deposits 
state  as  follows : 

The  continued  and  rapid  depletion  of  tlie  nonpliosplioric  ores  hitherto  found 
in  various  parts  of  tlie  world  will,  however,  necessarily  induce  an  increased  pro- 
duction of  basic  steel  in  Great  Britain,  and  we  consider  the  existence  of  such 
enormous  deposits  of  iron  ore  in  so  accessible  a  position  in  a  British  colony  to 
be  "of  immense  potential  importance  to  the  iron  and  steel  industries  of  the 
mother  country  as  well  as  those  of  Canada. 

Cultivated  Area — Legislation  to  Protect  Partridge  Berries. 

The  area  of  land  under  cultivation  in  1914  slightly  exceeded  that 
of  1913.  The  hay  and  root  crops  were  above  the  average,  especially 
the  hay,  w^eather  conditions  being  most  favorable  for  ripening,  cut- 
ting, and  making  this  product.  Berries,  such  as  strawberries,  rasp- 
berries, and  partridge  or  lingon  berries  were  prolific  and  good  crops 
realized.  An  act  was  passed  hj  the  legislature  in  1914,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  protection  of  the  growth  of  partridge  berries."  This 
act  prohibits  the  picking  or  selling  or  having  of  partridge  berries 
between  August  1  and  some  day  between  September  5  and  15, 
to  be  fixed  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  under  penalty  of  $20. 
Also  the  Governor  in  Council  may  make  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  inspection  of  the  berries.  The  estimated  number  of  barrels 
packed  in  1914  is  put  down  at  6,500,  as  compared  with  3,736  barrels 
in  1913. 

Newfoundland  Manufactures  in  1914 — Forest  Operations. 

As  a  result  of  the  war  some  local  manufacturing  companies  found 
it  necessary  to  curtail  their  output  and  reduce  employment  to  a  mini- 
mum.   However,  the  boot  and  shoe  factories,  the  clothing  factory, 
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find  the  knitting  mill  operated  to  their  full  capacities,  brought  about 
by  filling  Government  orders  in  supplying  the  Newfoundland  con- 
tingent of  volunteers.  The  pulp  and  paper  mills  also  operated  to  a 
normal  capacity,  and  with  the  exception  of  paper  to  be  used  for  local 
purposes,  their  output  was  exported  to  England.  A  small  quantity 
of  wood  pnlp  was  exported  to  the  United  States. 

It  is  regrettable  that  reliable  data  can  not  be  obtained  at  present 
regarding  forest  operations,  etc.  It  is  estimated,  however,  that  the 
total  value  of  the  lumber  sawed  in  the  country  for  the  year  1914 
amounted  to  $450,000,  a  decrease  of  $150,000  as  compared  with  1913. 
The  output  consisted  of  spruce  boards  and  scantling,  box  material, 
palings,  laths,  and  shingles,  and  w^as  utilized  mostly  for  local  pur- 
jDoses.  The  exportations  to  other  countries  for  the  fiscal  vear  ended 
June  30,  1914,  amounted  to  4,269,000  feet,  valued  at  $106,620,  an  in- 
crease over  1913  of  3,856,000  feet,  and  of  $100,317  in  value. 
Import  Trade — Countries  of  Origin. 

The  total  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Newfoundland  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30,  1914,  amounted  to  $30,328,269,  a  decrease  of 
$356,985  as  compared  with  1913.  The  imports  decreased  from  $16,- 
012,365  in  1913  to  $15,193,726  in  1914,  and  the  exports  increased  from 
$14,672,889  in  1913  to  $15,134,-543  in  1914.  The  distribution  of  the 
total  import  trade  for  1913  and  1914,  by  countries  of  origin,  was  as 
follows : 


Countries  of  origin. 


United  States 

Canada 

United  Kingdom . . . 
British  West  Indies 

Ceylon 

Spain 

>{etherlands 

Greece 

Germany 


1913 


$5,573, 

5, 215, 

4,405, 

308, 

140, 

123, 

46, 

43, 

33, 


1914 


$5,796,906 

4,861,047 

3,826,529 

222, SOI 

99,421 

113,541 

47,320 

35, 484 

59,345 


Countries  of  origin. 


Norway. . . 

France, 

Belgium. . . 
Denmark. . 
Portugal... 

India 

All  other. . 

Total 


1913 


$15,623 
14,206 
15,156 
5,9S3 
18,664 
17,072 
34,604 


16,012,365 


1914 


$6,948 
16,636 
26,542 

3,953 
19,970 

9,066 
36, 142 


15,181,651 


It  will  be  ol:)served  from  the  foregoing  table  that  the  United  States 
leads  all  other  countries  in  goods  supplied  and  increased  its  exports  to 
Newfoundland  in  1914  by  $223,173  over  1913,  Avhereas  there  was  a 
decrease  in  Canada's  exports  amounting  to  $354,490,  and  in  the  United 
Kingdom's  exports  amounting  to  $578,574. 

Articles  Purchased  from  United  States. 

The  principal  articles  imported  from  the  United  States  were :  Salt 
beef  and  pork;  fresh,  dried,  and  canned  meats,  fruits,  and  vegetables; 
confectionery;  sugar;  groceries;  cotton  and  woolen  fabrics,  and  other 
dry  goods;  women's  and  children's  ready-made  garments;  collars, 
shirts,  and  men's  furnishings;  fancy  wares:  leaf  and  manufactured 
tobacco;  stationery;  silverware;  clocks  and  watches;  leather  and 
rubber  boots  and  shoes;  sole  and  patent  leather;  cements;  paints; 
turpentine;  coal;  canvas;  wire  rope;  cash  registers;  typewriters; 
phonographs;  pianos  and  organs;  house  and  office  furniture;  ship 
and  railway  material ;  motor  vehicles ;  bicycles ;  gas  and  kerosene 
marine  engines;  farm  and  garden  tools  and  implements;  hardware 
of  all  kinds;  sewing  machines;  oil  stoves;  electrical  goods;  and 
machinery  for  factories,  mills,  etc. 


NEWrOUNDLAND. 


Market  Favorable  to  American  Goods. 

There  is  an  increasing  demand  in  all  lines  of  American  goods. 
There  is  not  a  mercantile  house  of  imj^ort  in  the  colony  that  does  not 
now  send  its  buyer  to  the  United  States  to  make  purchases.  Without 
donbt  trade  between  the  two  countries  would  be  materially  augmented 
if  direct  steamship  communication  with  Boston,  Mass.,  could  be  made, 
thereby  obviating  the  necessity  of  transshipment  and  at  the  same  time 
giving  a  speedier  receipt  of  goods. 

The  tourist  traffic  would  also  be  increased  during  the  months  of 
July,  August,  and  September  from  the  estimated  number  of  1,200  to 
at  least  1,700,  thus  probably  making  the  receipts  to  the  transportation 
company  having  a  line  between  Boston  and  St.  Johns  amount  to  at 
least  $16,000  for  three  months  of  each  year. 

After  the  commencement  of  the  Avar  increased  inquiries  were  made 
at  the  consulate  by  Newfoundland  merchants  relative  to  American 
goods  and  to  the  standing  and  reliability  of  United  States  houses, 
with  a  view  of  placing  orders  which  were  formerly  sent  to  English, 
French,  and  German  firms. 

Principal  Articles  of  Commerce. 

Among  the  principal  imports  into  Newfoundland  during  the  fiscal 
years  ended  June  30,  1913  and  1914,  were  the  following,  Avith  their 
value : 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

IMPORTS. 

Beef,  salt 

$503, 260 

129,895 

947, 9S8 

1,989,866 

1,996,^12 
434, 642 

1,803,550 
307,833 
640,041 
12.5,959 
342,261 
269, 792 

154,016 
121,511 

S652, 642 

177,497 

1,066,762 

1,823,551 

1,852,968 

487, 420 

1,639,981 
208,949 
753, 309 
125,074 
395,899 
224, 382 

157, 423 
124,064 

EXPORTS. 

Fish: 

Cod,  dry 

$7,987,389 

219,060 
60,205 
43,415 
91,720 

476,940 

18,122 

265, 435 

270,275 

139, 120 

0,300 

120,050 
1,307,520 
1,990,229 
321,551 
430, 352 
858,501 

$8,071,859 

Butter 

Herring- 
Pickled 

Coal               

319,532 
03, 901 

Flour 

Bulk 

Frozen     

86,113 
101,498 
347,941 

linens,  and  apparel 

Leather  and  leather  goods. 

HardwarR,  iron,  and  rail- 
way material  

Salmon,  pickled 

Loljsters,  preserved. . . 
Fish  oils: 
Cod- 

17,010 

386,825 
409,009 
89,403 

Pork,  salt 

other 

Salt 

Seal 

Sugar 

Whale 

Tea 

Lumber 

100, 02a 
60, 70'/ 

Tobacco,     manufactured 

Ore: 

Copper 

1,370,375 

Paper,  news 

a  1, 785, 500 

350, 794 

Wood  pulp 

a  447, 700 

All  other  articles 

1,113,670 

a  Estimated. 

The  leading  countries  purchasing  the  colony's  goods  m  1914  weiv^: 
The  United  States,  $1,079,362;  United  Kingdom,  $3,256.44t; ;  Canada, 
$1,971,809;  Brazil,  $3,240,487;  Italy,  $1,087,858 ;  Portugal.  $988,930 ; 
Spain,  $1,260,649;  British  West  Indies,  $526,331;  Greece,' $403,662; 
Germany,  $293,573;  Netherlands,  $176,991;  foreign  West  Indies, 
$71,232;  and  Madeira,  $16,405.  Customs  statistics  are  not  at  present 
available  in  order  to  give  comparative  statements  regarding  the 
various  lines  of  goods  imported  and  exported  by  countries. 
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Value  of  Shipments  to  United  States. 

The  declared  value  of  the  principal  exports  invoiced  at  St.  John's 
for  .shipment  to  the  United  States  in  1913  and  1014:  is  given  in  the  fol- 
loAvina:  table : 


Articles. 


Berries,  fox  or  lingon 

Fish: 

Cod- 
Dry,  salt,   green   in 

bulk 

Fresh ,  canned 

Herring,  pickled ,  salted. . . 

Hake,  sounds,  dry 

Lobsters,  canned 

Salmon,      canned      and 

smoked 

Trout ,  frozen 

Othei-s 

Fish  oils: 
Cod- 
Crude  

Liver 

Seal 


1913 

1914 

$33,315 

$17,000 

135,201 

520 

24, 755 

4,185 

27 

101,271 

143 

51,235 

2,112 

5,693 

1,499 

2,190 

508 

338 
6,764 

186,336 

3,266 

47,648 

348, 778 

10,677 

189,495 

Articles. 


Furs,  raw 

Gold  and  silver  coin,  foreign. 

Guano, fish 

Household  goods 

Junk  (metal, etc., old) 

Leather,  dry,  split 

Minerals: 

Ferro  manganese 

Iron  ore 

Pebbles, flint 

Skins,  seal,  raw 

Wood: 

Boards  and  scantling 

Laths,  spruce 

Pressed,  ground  (pulp).. 
Another  articles 


1913 


$88,037 

1,300 

18,061 

4,. 321 

16,017 

1,500 


556,137 

10,803 

270, 387 

704 
3,783 


Total 1, 412, 289 


1914 


$142, 668 


9,785 

1,969 

11,426 

4,713 

279 

104,288 

16,003 

233,519 


19,990 

19,528 

1,137 


1,293,811 


There  were  no  exports  to  the  Philippines  or  Hawaii.    Fish,  valued 
at  $24,571,  against  $93,285  in  1913,  was  the  only  item  shipped  to 
Porto  Rico.     Returned  American  goods  amounted  to  $42,609,  com- 
pared with  $37,986  for  the  preceding  year. 
Goods  for  United  States  Invoiced  at  Bay  of  Islands. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  exports  invoiced  through  the 
consular  agency  at  Bav  of  Islands  to  the  United  States  during  1913 
and  1914: 


Articles. 


Codfish,  salt: 

Green 

Dry 

Cod  oil 

Dogfish  oil 

Fish  fertilizer 

Herring: 

Frozen 

Pickled 

Salt,  bulk 

Scotch,  cured. 

Smoked 


1913 


$65, 298 

12,242 

511 


5,842 
5,757 
8,937 
1,344 


1914 


$114,943 

28,331 

570 

63 


9,500 
30, 219 
30,963 
10,386 

1,371 


Articles. 


Lobsters , 

Salmon: 

Salt 

Smoked 

Foxes,  live 

Furs,  raw 

Ore,  iron  containing  copper. . . 
Junk,  old 


Total. 


1913 


1,492 
17, 227 


120, 468 


1914 


nso 

360 


553 
227,933 


Returned  American  goods  amounted  to  $949  for  the  year  1913, 
whereas  there  were  no  invoices  of  returned  American  goods  issued 
during  the  year  1914.     There  were  no  shi])ments  to  the  insular  pos- 
sessions of  the  Ignited  States  from  Bay  of  Islands. 
Cause  of  Decline  in  Exports. 

From  the  foregoing  statements  of  declared  exports  to  the  United 
States  it  will  be  observed  that  there  is  a  decrease  of  $113,478  in  value 
of  exports  from  St.  John's  during  1914,  which  is  accounted  for  by 
decreased  exportations  of  iron  ore  amounting  to  $451,849,  as  com- 
l^ared  with  1913,  otherwise  the  exportations  would  show  an  increase 
over  1913  of  about  $320,000.  The  increase  of  $107,465  in  declared 
exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  consular  agency  at  Bay  of 
Islands  is  due  to  shippers  having  their  invoices  consulated  at  the 
agency  instead  of  at  this  consulate  or  at  the  consulate  at  Sydney, 
Nova  Scotia. 
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